Expecting Inspections:
. Improving Garage Operations
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The first view of a
highway facility seen by
a regulatory inspector
is usually the yard, when
the inspector first
arrives at the facility.
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11 Environnental regul atory i nspectors consi der housekeepi ng, or general cleanliness |
1 and organi zati on, vhen eval uatingafacility s conpliancewth state and federal ;
:: regul ations. Aregu atoryinspector wll scanafacility uponentry. Thelevel of !
L scrutiny theinspector givestotherest of thefacility nay very wel | be based upon
1, this“first inpression.” Acleanand orderly facility nakes a nich nore favorabl e :
:: i npressi on during aninspectionthanonevhichisind sarray. Inaddition, nan ;
:: taninganorderlyfacilitywll reducethepotentia for inuriestopersonnel, allow ;
'y for snoot her nai nt enance operations, andw || nake thefacility nore visual ly |
, appeal i ng tothe publ i c —especi al |y your nei ghbors. :

______________________________________________________

A clean and orderly
facility makes a much
more favorable impres-
sion during an inspection
than one which is in
disarray.

Facility Storage Yard

The first view of a highway facility seen by aregulatory inspector is usually the yard,
where the inspector first arrives at the facility. It is therefore imperative that the
facility yard be kept orderly. Raw materials should be arranged nesatly and stored so
they are identifiable as usable material rather than solid waste. This may include
stacking materials (brick, piping, guard rails, etc.) and storing sand, gravel, asphalt,
and other bulk materials within bermed storage bins fabricated from timbers, jersey
barriers, guard rails, or other available materials.

Road salt should be stored on an impervious surface, in salt sheds or otherwise com-
pletely covered with a waterproof tarp. Make sure any residual salt is swept up off the
ground and placed into the storage unit after storm events or following salt deliveries.
Place a berm around exposed sand piles to prevent erosion and subsequent siltation of
wetlands, catch basins, or surface waters.

If solid wastes are stored temporarily at the facility, they should be segregated by
waste category, using jersey barriers, guard rails, or other means to divide the waste
piles. This practice will avoid problems associated with disposing of mixed wastes.
Waste storage bins should be placed on pavement whenever possible to prevent
contamination of the underlying soil from pollutants, such as oil and grease that may
be present on scrap metal. Overhead canopies will further reduce the potential for
pollutant migration via stormwater runoff. Signs should be posted to identify the
proper storage bin for a particular waste.
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Sol i d vast es shoul d be segregat ed by t ype:
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Sreet sweepi ngs

Asphal t, brick, and concrete (ABCwaste) naterial s

Brush and ti nier

Cenol i tiondebris (1uner, shingles, wall board, insulation, etc.)
Srap netal , bare steel

Scrap netal, al umi num

Scrap netal, gal vani zed

Tires

Solid wastes should
be segregated by type.

Thefacility grounds shouldbe patrolledeachday for litter andtoidentifyoil or
hazar dous nat eri al s spi | | s fromsuch sour ces as | eaki ng vehi cl es and equi pnent .
Any stai ned soi |l s or puddl ed oi | shoul d be cl eaned up i nmedi at el y, and t he nat e-
ria shoul d be di sposed of as a hazardous waste. Leaki ng vehi cl es or equi pnent
shoul d be repai red i nmedi atel y, or storedindoors wth proper contai nnent and
co lectionof theleakingfluid, suchasadrippanor absorbent pads.

If hazardous materials
are stored outdoors,
they should be stored
under cover and sec-
ondary containment
should be provided.

If hazardous naterial s are stored outdoors, they shoul d be stored under cover and
secondary cont ai nnent shoul d be providedto prevent arel ease of thenaterial in
the event that acontai ner | eaks or ruptures, andto prevent contact wth
stormnater. Secondary contai nnent i s nandat ory for hazar dous wast e st or ed

out door s i n above ground tanks. Secondary contai nnent neans a doubl e-wal | ed
tank, or berming or |iningtrenches to contai nspilled substances.

Vehicle Maintenance Areas

Absorbent debris
saturated with used oil
must be contained,
managed, and disposed
of as a hazardous waste.

Thefacility garage, aswell as any other storage or operations buil di ngs, shoul d be
kept cleanand orderly at all tines. Athoughit i s conmon for sone mnor spillage
of ol or other fluidstooccur duringvehicleor equi pnent repairs, thespilled
product shoul d be cl eaned up i nmedi at el y usi ng absor bents. V¢ recommend t he
use of drippanstoelimnatethe needfor absorbents. Absorbent debris saturated
w thused oi | nust be contai ned, nanaged, and di sposed of as a hazar dous wast e.
However, |aunderingandre-use of ragsis preferentia todisposal wen possi bl e.
Note that soiledrags and w pers nust be contai nedin self-closing, flane- proof
caisters.

Gurage fl oors shoul d be swept daily, or as needed, toprevent oily absorbents, dirt
andspilledfludsfromenteringfloor drains, asvell astoprevert slip/fal inuies.
Trough-type fl oor drai n systens shoul d al so be cl eaned out daily, or as necessary, to
prevent buil d-up of sedinents wthinthetrough. Thetroughisintendedto
provi de asnal | degree of contai nnent intheevent of aspill, andwll not function
properlyif filledwth sed nent.

Q! drainpans shoudbeenptiedintothefacility waste oi | storage receptacl e
i rmedi at el y upon conpl etion of thejobtoreducethe potentia of acci dental

sallage
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All containers of
hazardous materials
must be kept properly
closed and clearly
labeled with their
contents.

The hazardous waste
accumulation area
must be maintained as
required by state and
federal hazardous
waste regulations. This
includes:

* posting the area
with a sign that reads
“Hazardous Waste
Storage Area”

* proper labeling of
containers

* delineating the
extent of the storage
area(s)

* keeping all contain-
ers tightly closed
except when adding or
decanting from the
container, and

* maintaining proper
spacing between
containers for inspec-
tion purposes.

Hazardous Materials Storage Areas

Wenever possi bl e, oi | and hazardous nat eri a s shoul d be consol i datedinto a
sing estorage area (or as fewl ocations as practical ) for easeininspection, contai n-
nent, and safety. The hazardous naterial s storage area shoul d be as far anay as
possi bl e fromfl oor drai ns, | unch break areas and sol e poi nts of egress. Niti onal
FHre Prevention Associ ation (NFPA) or Lhderwiter’'s Laboratory (L) certified

H ammabl e Mt eri al s cabi net's shoul d be used for fl anmabl e nateri al s in snal |
containers. Al containers of hazardous naterial s nust be kept properly cl osed and
clearlylabeledwththeir contents.

The hazar dous nat eri al s st orage area shoul d be kept neat and orderly, and the area
shoul d not be bl ocked i n any way that might prevent proper access or egress.

Hazar dous nat eri al s shoul d be put back intothe storage area i nmedi atel y af ter
use. Avoid|eaving contai ners onthework benchor floor, evenif you believethey
nay be needed | ater that day, or the next day.

Bul k contai ners (druns) of oil or other fluids shouldbestoredonspill contai n-
nent pal | ets or sel f-contai ned drumcrad es. A though not required for i ndoor
storage, this secondary contai nnent wll greatly reducethe potential for arel ease
of thenateria totheenvironnent if thecontainer spills, | eaks or ruptures, and
wll mnimzenaterial spilledonthefloor duringdecanting. Absorbent drumtop
pads w il hel p prevent spillsduringuse. Besuretorepl acethe pads before they
becone sat urat ed, and di spose of any sat ur at ed pads as a hazardous waste. Ater-
nat el y, sone pads can be wung-out and reused, and the used oi | di sposed of

properly.

Hazardous Waste Accumulation Areas

The faci | ity hazar dous wast e accunul ation area (and sat el | i t e accunul at i on ar eas)
nust be nai ntai ned as required by state and federal hazar dous wast e regul at i ons.
Thi s i ncl udes:

o postingthe areawth asignthat reads “Hazardous Véste S orage Area” in
one-inchlettering

® | abeling contai nerswth contents, accunul ationstart date

L del i neat i ng st orage ar ea boundari es

o keeping al | contai ners tightly cl osed except when addi ng or decanting from
the contai ner, and

® nai nt ai ni ng proper spaci ng bet ween cont ai ners for i nspecti on pur poses.

Sillednateria nust be cl eaned up i nmedi at el y. The accunul ati on ar ea can not
be bl ocked i n any way that woul d prevent access by aut hori zed personnel . As for
unused oi | and hazar dous nat eri al s, secondary contai nnent pal | ets or ot her neans
of contai nnent shoul d be providedto control spills. Adrumtop funnel which
screvs i nto t he bung openi ng of a drum and whi ch has a | atchabl e, tight seal i ng
lidisrecoomended for decantingwasteinto contai ners, tomni mze spillage, and
for easeinrepeat decanting. Notethat if the drainfunnel cannot betightly
closedtosea thedrum it nust be renoved after decantingthe waste, andthe
bung nust be pl aced tightly on the drumwhen not in use.
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To ensure that proper
house-keeping practices
are in place at your
facility, it is recom-
mended that a visual
facility inspection be
performed daily by the
facility foreman, superin-
tendent, or other person
of authority.

In addition to the daily
inspection, a written
inspection of the entire
facility and grounds
should be made, to
identify potential areas
of non-compliance with
applicable regulations
and policies.

Do not store equi pnent, drai npans, or other tool s in the hazardous wast e accunu-
lationarea. Ensurethat drainpans arethoroughly drained of freeflowngoil, and
storeinacabinet or secondary contai ner separate fromt he hazar dous wast e
accumul at i on area

Internal Facility Inspections

Toensurethat proper house-keeping practicesareinplaceat your facility, itis
recommended that avisual facilityinspectionbeperforneddaily bythefacility
forenan, superintendent, or other person of authority. Deficiencies shoul d be
corrected i nmedi atel y, preferably by the responsible party. Thiswll hel p break
“oldhabits” that nnght be characteristic of certainpersonnel. Rersonnel shoul d
understandwhy it isinportant tonaintainagenera state of cleanliness at the
facility. Asfacilityconditionsinprove, sowll theattitudes of the persomnel, as
they w!l learnto appreciate acl eaner work envi ronnent .

Inadditiontothedailyinspection, awitteninspectionof theentirefacility and
grounds shoul d be nade, toidentify potential areas of non-conpliancewth appli-
cableregul ationsandpaicies. Thewitteninspectionreport wll allowfacility
nanagers totrack progress i n nai ntai ni ng conpl i ance, and w I | i dentify personnel
training needs. Note that hazardous waste regul ations require Swal | Quantity
Generators (SJ5 todoadailyinspectionof short-termstorage areas and nai n-
tainalog. Athoughnot requiredof very snall quantity generators (VSIGs), a
periodicwitteninspectionof thefacilityis reconmended at | east nonthly.

For More Information

ntact your state environnental agency or staff fromBEPA s NewEngl and
Envi ronnent al Assi st ance Teaml i st ed bel ow

Jack Healey Chris Jendras
=2 617.915_3.1844 @ 617.918.1845
‘B hedey.jack@epa.gov “B  jendras.chris@epa.gov

Abby Swaine
@ 617.918.1841
Y8 swaine.abby@epa.gov




